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Through Unity’s weekly Engage programs across
the GTA, youth developed an average of 7 close
friendships. Isn’t that amazing? To know that young
people are building communities of friendship and
support within and across our programs speaks to
the power of Unity, and the power of Hip Hop art
forms and culture, to help youth find belonging in the
environments where they live, work and study. In the
coming year, we will continue to host safe spaces for
young people to access peer networks and mentorship.
We will continue to support youth in exploring, creating,
connecting and sharing with one another. What would
Canada’s youth mental health situation look like if every
To the Unity Family,
What a year it has been for Unity Charity! To the youth,
staff, artists, board, volunteers, partners, donors and
all supporters who have given their time, energy and
love to Unity, I invite you to join me in celebrating our
immense achievements—the results of Unity’s work in
the last year belong to all of us.
In our 11th year, we made it over the 250,000 mark
having reached a quarter of a million young people
since the organization’s inception. The numbers
are impressive, but equally as important as reach, is
impact. Unity has made incredible strides in making and
measuring impact through our programming in the last
12 months, with truly compelling results to share.

child had 7 close friendships, I wonder?
We are also very excited to embark upon a new
strategy for national growth in 2019. Based on the
compelling impact of Unity’s weekly Engage programs
across the GTA, we’re looking forward to working
with our friends at Hip Hop organizations and youth
serving agencies in a new Canadian community in
2019. By creating a similar mixture of weekly programs
and workshops, and employing managers and Hip
Hop artists local to the region, Unity will begin to
invest deeply in connecting youth to thriving Hip
Hop communities outside of Toronto. We’re thrilled
to be well on our way to accessing and impacting
new communities of youth, helping them to become
healthier and more resilient young individuals. Stay
tuned for announcements on the new Unity region,

Over 70% of youth who came through Unity in the

and be sure to follow us and check in for updates on

last year reported improved mental health and

this exciting work—our door is always open.

resiliency as a result of our programs. Given that we
live in a time when up to 20% of youth in Canada are
affected by mental illness, and only one in five of them
ultimately access the health services they need, this
number is undeniably important. It has been a huge
achievement for Unity to successfully employ evaluation
methods that allow us to measure this amazing growth

It is the strength, vitality and energy of the Unity youth
and community that keeps us moving up, getting better,
and taking it to the next, every year. Let’s get it, team!
As always, and why change a good thing—Peace,
Love and Unity,

among our youth, and we will continue to refine and
evolve our programs in the year to come to achiever
ever deeper impact based on these evaluations. Moving
forward, we will continue to concentrate on cultivating
ever higher resilience among Canadian youth, and
improving the well-being of young people in tangible
and lasting ways.

Photo credit: Anthony Gebrehiwot, XYXV Photo

Rebecca Harrison
Unity Charity, Executive Director
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UNITY
AT A GLANCE
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Unity uses hip hop to improve
young people’s lives creating
healthier communities.

Unity’s Programs
Unity has two types of programming:
Engage

Inspire

Through ENGAGE programs, youth

Unity’s INSPIRE programs are short-

learn hip hop art forms, leadership,

term events, workshops and assemblies

community building skills, receive

designed to inspire youth about how

mentorship and peer support.

to use hip hop art forms as positive form

Unity’s customized curriculum focuses

of self-expression and an alternative

on building resilience and developing

to isolation.

protective factors.

Unity’s Formula
Using a ‘mental
health through the
back-door’ approach
to improve youth
resiliency.

Accessible
The hip hop art forms includes breakdancing, hip hop
dance, beatboxing, graffiti art and spoken word poetry,
which are accessible and relatable art forms.

Relatable
Hip Hop is a popular and relatable music genre and
culture, which youth find relevant. By using art forms
and language that youth trust and respect, Unity has an
improved ability to host and encourage conversation.
Youth also learn topics that are traditionally difficult to
express, or are surrounded by stigma such as mental
health, and barriers experienced in underserved
communities.

Community
Through Unity’s many opportunities for participation
and engagement, youth are exposed to a progressive
ladder of opportunities. This may include from being
an observer to participant; participant to organizer;
organizer to facilitator; and leaders in the Unity and
Hip Hop communities and beyond.

TO DATE, UNITY
HAS REACHED
OVER 250,000
YOUTH ACROSS
CANADA!
Reflecting
on 2017-2018
This year’s annual report features
program highlights from the various
programs, as well as evaluation
results which summarizes Unity’s
impact in the various communities
across Canada. You will also have a
chance to take a look at how Unity
has been an influence on individual
experiences including staff and artists.
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2017-2018
HIGHLIGHTS
FOCUSING ON
RESILIENCY
& TRAINING
6

Mental Health
& Resiliency
Evaluation data demonstrates that Unity’s
free, arts-based approach improves the
mental health (resiliency) of over 70%
of program participants, bringing them
towards healthy benchmarks. Unity’s
curriculums have been developed through
partnerships with school boards (TDSB,
DPCDSB), community service organizations
(Psychology Foundation of Canada,
Art Starts, Sketch Working Arts, MLSE)
and research from CAMH (Centre for
Addictions and Mental Health) and MHCC
(Mental Health Commission of Canada).

Evaluation
Unity measures changes in
resiliency over time through
consistent monitoring, analysis,
and reporting in all programs. In
the past year, Unity successfully
measured impact using a
combination of its Evaluations
Committee’s approved Survey
Questionnaire for its Inspire
Program and a validated
10-Item Resilience Tool provided
by Connor-Davidson for its
Engage Program.
Unity has used the data collected
to help shape the form and
content of Unity’s programming
for the upcoming year, and help us
talk about our story and impact.
The detailed results are shared
throughout this report!

Program Curriculum
Revisions

Unity Artist Educator
Training

On June 19th 2018, The Psychology

In August 2018, Unity Staff and

Foundation (PFC) of Canada

Community Facilitators led a 3-day

presented their Stress Lessons:

training program which focused

Tools for Resiliency Workshop to

on developing comprehensive

Youth Leaders and Unity Charity

skills in community mental health

staff. As a result, Unity’s program

and resiliency in conjunction

leads have revised and updated

with streamlined training for

program curricula based on the

workshop facilitation, lesson

training and learnings from PFC

planning, storytelling, and career

mental health professionals. The

development. The Unity’s Artist

workshop:

Educator Training Program is an

• Informed participants about
the physiology of the stress
response, thus normalizing the
experience and teaching them

established training program that
harnesses best practices from the
arts sector to empower Canadian
Artists.

how to openly converse about

The Unity artists who participated

mental health topics

in the training will be provided

• Used group exercises to
illustrate the pros and cons
of various research-driven
strategies that address mental
health

OVER
70%
IMPROVED
MENTAL
HEALTH &

• Provided tangible solutions and
modes of thinking for scenarios
presented by Youth Leaders

with additional opportunities to
run workshops and programs
on a local and national level.
In addition, they will be able to
access opportunities at Unity’s
annual Festival and community
partner opportunities, which
showcase and teach diverse art
forms to youth across Canada.
Ongoing training strengthens
Unity’s roster of 60+ Canadian
Artists, who have and can
continue to build a strong
presence across Canada, reaching
audiences of over 50,000 youth
annually.
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Celebrating
Diversity
Unity conducted a survey this year to gain a better
understanding of the diversity of the team. The Unity
artists and staff represent a wide variety of diverse
ethnic and cultural groups. While 70.6% of artists and
staff identify as Canadian or French-Canadian, a fair
portion (11.8%) identify as Indigenous. Over 90% of
Unity’s Artists and Staff have reported to be a part of a
visible minority community, either as their unique ethnic

8

and/or cultural identity, or in conjunction with another
ethnic and/or cultural group. The majority (65%) of our
Artists and Staff identify as New Generation Artists
(aged 18-30), while our senior artists acts as mentors to
young and emerging artists by being champions in the
community arts sector.
Also, this year, the Unity Board of Directors participated
in diversity training led by Leticia Rose, to help better
understand diversity issues and working in communities
that represented a range of diversity including gender,
culture, race and ethnicity. The board plans to continue
the conversation and is committed to recruiting board
members who are representative of the communities
in which Unity works. Unity’s Board strives to create a
welcoming and positive space for new Board Members
to thrive.

UNITY TEAM
11.8% IDENTIFY
AS INDIGENOUS
90% HAVE
REPORTED TO BE
A PART OF A
VISIBLE MINORITY
COMMUNITY
65% IDENTIFY
AS NEW
GENERATION
ARTISTS

ENGAGE
PROGRAMS
10

Unity’s weekly programs engage youth ages 12 - 24 in various schools and
community spaces. The programs are designed with structured lesson plans
that incorporate teachings of hip hop art forms while infusing concepts of
stress management and resiliency. Based on program survey results, shortterm outcomes focused on attendance and the individual’s contribution to
the community. Long-term outcomes focused on improved mental health,
stronger protective factors and resilience.

2017 - 2018
Engage Program
Numbers in the GTA
8 AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
in Lester B. Pearson, Notre Dame, Western Tech,
Cardinal Leger, Loyola, Cedarbrae Mount Collegiate,
Amesbury and Father Michael Goetz

8 COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
2 at Sketch, MLSE LaunchPad, AGO, Art Starts,
and Nexus Youth Space (Peel and Brampton)

4 COMMUNITY ARTS & CULTURE
PROGRAMS (CACP)
at Heron Park, Centennial West - (Now called New Gen
Youth Centre), Regent Park and Parkway Forest

YOUTH
DEVELOPED
AN AVERAGE
OF 7 CLOSE
FRIENDSHIPS
OVER THE
PAST YEAR!
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Engage
Program
Impact
Close Friendships /
Relationships
Through participating in the Unity
School & Community Programs,
youth developed an average of
7 close friendships over the past
year! The programs succeeded in
building a sense of belonging with
youth from diverse backgrounds
and all various walks of life by
fostering positive relationship
building.

Youth Testimonials
Participants were asked the following two questions
and testimonials were recorded.

Thinking about your mental health
and well-being, how has participating
in this program impacted your life?
“This club helped
me understand how
to find what I want
in life.”
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“I will
use it as a
reminder
of how
everything
is possible.”

“When I first met Unity, I was
struggling with myself and my
family’s situation too because
as a young person moving to
the opposite side of the world
has been a huge impact that
changed my life. As I started
attending Unity every week,
stress and impatience are
disappearing into my life
because I learned what’s best
for myself and how to control
unpleasant circumstances.”

How will you use what you’ve learned
from this program in your life?”

“I will try my best to think back
of everything I have learned
and apply it in my daily life by
adapting my own personality
and going at my own pace.
Unity has opened my mind not
only to the dance scene but
as an artist to always search
for knowledge. With patience
and dedication, anything is
possible, but most importantly
unity is the key to the journey
I’m exploring.”

“It helped me deal
with my anxiety and
gave me something
to look forward to
on Tuesdays.”
“In almost every dance
program I’ve participated
in, there was a portion that
required some social exchange.
An area of which I wasn’t
really comfortable with. But
because it opened up the door
to a really beautiful energy
exchange, this is something
that I have been applying to my
life. I’ve become much more
open and welcoming to social
interactions.”

“It has helped me see,
that if something goes
wrong you can change
it for the better.”
“This program has given me
another outlet to express my
stress in a way that helps me
in multiple ways - physically
stronger, mentally relieved,
emotional centered.”

“This
program
helps me
release
unwanted
emotions and
helped me
express them
in a healthy
way.”

Community Programs:
Average Resilience PRE-POST Survey Results
The bold, white line (y=29)
ALL-ELEMENTS @ VALLEY’S

establishes a benchmark
for higher resilience
obtained from literature.

ALL-ELEMENTS HUB @ CIVIC CENTRE

The Community Programs
showed an average

BREAKING @ YMCA

increase of +22% in
Resilience.

BREAKING @SKETCH

PRE

BREAKING @ ART STARTS

POST

BEATBOXING @ SKETCH
HIP HOP DANCE @ AGO
29
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After School Programs:
Average Resilience PRE-POST Survey Results
The bold, white line (y=29)

LOYOLA

establishes a benchmark
for higher resilience
obtained from literature.

CEDARBRAE

The After School Programs
showed an increase of

WESTERN TECH

+10% in Resilience.

CARDINAL LEGER
PRE
GOETZ
NORTE DAME
PEARSON
29

POST

Community
Programs Outcomes:
Developmental Skills –
Percentage “Agree”
%STRONGLY AGREE

After School
Programs Outcomes:
Developmental Skills –
Percentage “Agree”

%AGREE

94%

SELF-ESTEEM

82%

SELF-ESTEEM

85%

SELF-AWARENESS

92%

SELF-AWARENESS

80%

SOCIAL SKILLS

85%

SOCIAL SKILLS

78%

SET AND ACHIEVE
GOALS

76%

SET AND ACHIEVE
GOALS

79%

STRESS MANAGEMENT

73%

STRESS MANAGEMENT

76%

AWARE OF MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES

81%
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84%

BE MYSELF

96%

AWARE OF MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES

BE MYSELF

Learnings
for 2018-19
Program Delivery:
Unity staff underwent training from the
Psychology Foundation of Canada and in
combination with its Evaluation results
revised curriculum for Unity’s engage
program. Unity will be implementing this
revised program model that infuses practices
of stress management and coping.
Unity will continue to train artists
professionally, which will provide them with
additional knowledge on mental health
practices and enable them to work with a
range of demographics and spaces.

Data Collection:
Unity to continue to collect data and aim for
a 95% confidence level as well as a margin
of error less than 5%. Unity recognizes
that a proportion of its target audience
is comprised of newcomers, and youth
who do not speak English as their first
language/mother tongue. Unity’s Evaluations
Committee is currently researching best
practices on offering our surveys in multiple
languages to reduce the barrier to data
collection.

Program Connections :
Unity will continue to make more meaningful
connections between programs, offering
youth more chances to connect with Unity
and peers in the their community. Unity
will also work with community partners to
leverage their expertise and knowledge of
the sector.
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INSPIRE
PROGRAMS
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This program reaches youth between the ages of 12 - 24 who experience a
Unity Day Assembly, Unity Festival, Unity Bookings and/or Alumni. Unity artists
perform and share their personal stories demonstrating how art can be a
positive outlet for change in their lives. The attendees learn about more ways
to express their stress, awareness of Unity’s other programs, appreciation of
the power of community, and awareness of mental health resources.

Inspire Highlights
• Delivered ‘Unity Day’ across Canada including,
Ontario, Nova Scotia, Alberta and British Columbia.
Unity worked with 2-3 community organizations in
each city as a referral for mental health resource
and ongoing support; Unity also engaged with two
Indigenous communities in Northern Alberta.
• Collected and analyzed data from over 800 surveys.
• 10th edition of the Unity Festival, a 3-day event
celebrating youth artists, community and artistic
talent. Unity worked with 100+ youth performances,
50+ community artists, and 20+ volunteers. Unity
worked in collaboration with community partners
including RISE, Daniel Spectrum, Black Canvas, and
Margin of Eras Gallery.
• Over 160 bookings in Ontario which included Unity
Days, Workshops, Conferences and
Corporate Bookings.

160+
BOOKINGS
IN
ONTARIO

40K+
STUDENTS
REACHED
THROUGH
UNITY DAY
ACROSS
CANADA
3K+
STUDENTS
REACHED
THROUGH
UNITY DAY
WORKSHOPS
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Inspire Program Impact
How will you use what you have learned
from Unity Day in your life?
“I’ve always loved poetry
and hip hop culture. but I
was always too shy to try to
express it, but after today,
I’m motivated to express my
thoughts through poetry.”
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“Be more
aware of
what I am
saying to
people.”

“I will use it to make
stuff for my family
cuz we don’t have a
lot of money to buy
presents.”

“I learned
that I could
use my
writing to
express
emotions.”

“I will consider how
they were able to
experience things in
their childhoods that
help them today and
try to write my own
story in a positive way.”
“Focus on different ways
to communicate my ideas
and feelings with others,
remember, there’s always
different ways to talk or
express my problems or
questions with someone.”

“It will
help with
being more
confident
and brave. It
will help me
have more
courage.”
“I could use my knowledge of
beatboxing to make rap songs
for school assignments.”

“I will use what
I’ve learned to
reduce stress
using art.”
“Learn that different people
cope with their problem
differently, compared to
myself and that there’s always
different options.”

“I’ll remember to not
only notice the things
you don’t like but the
good things too.”
“I will use this in my theatre
performance and just to calm
me down.”

“It helped
me see the
other side of
the world.”

Participants were asked to

Q1 ‘Stress’: Participating in

respond to three questions from

Unity Day helped me learn new

Strongly Agree, Agree, Neither,

and positive ways to express

Disagree, to Strongly Disagree.

my stress.

The figure summarizes positive

Q2 ‘Community’: Participating in

results (i.e. a combined total of

Unity Day made me interested in

‘Strongly Agree’ and ‘Agree’).

getting involved with the hip hop

Total number of youth surveyed

community

were 700+.

Q3 ‘Resources’: Participating in
Unity Day made me more aware
about the mental health resources
that are available to me.

STRESS

COMMUNITY

RESOURCES

85%

81%

73%

66%

62%
51%

ONTARIO

64%
55%

55%

NOVA SCOTIA

69%
50%

ALBERTA

52%

BRITISH COLOMBIA

Learnings for 2018-19
Unity will aim to replicate the success in

Also, Unity staff underwent training from

Alberta and Ontario across all regions in

the Psychology Foundation of Canada and

2018-19. In these regions, the Unity staff

in combination with its Evaluation results

placed a greater emphasis on intentionally

revised curricula for the next fiscal.

integrating mental health messaging and
distributing information on resources to
all schools reached.
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UNITY
FESTIVAL
The Unity Festival is a multidisciplinary, community hip-hop event
that takes place over several days
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at unique urban venues across the
downtown Toronto core. The festival
provides an opportunity for emerging
youth artists to present high-quality
performances alongside locally
recognized headliners. It also creates
an accessible platform for youth to
engage in workshops and competitions
and encourages youth attendees
to engage in new and innovative
performance spaces. The events were
held at the Margins of Eras Gallery,
Underpass Park and Daniel Specturm.

“I got to learn about a
bunch of new artists,
and felt proud to be
living in Toronto”

“When the
drumming
performance
happened, I felt
moved to join
and dance!”

200+ ARTISTS
PERFORMED
A FULL-DAY
MARKET PLACE
IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH BLACK
OWNED UNITY
4 WORKSHOPS BY
INTERNATIONALLYRECOGNIZED
ARTISTS
50+ VOLUNTEERS
10+ COMMUNITY
PARTNERS
INVOLVED
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STOR
FRO
THE UN
COMMU

RIES
M
NITY
UNITY

Unity performances, programs,
workshops, events and volunteer
and facilitation opportunities
represent a constellation
of progressively engaging
opportunities available to youth
across the GTA. This means
that Unity can reach youth where
they study and live, contribute to
their ongoing growth, professional
and artistic development. The
experiences below are just a few
amazing examples of how Unity
has inspired and engaged young
people. Unity has provided a
community for individuals to find
belonging and growth through
transitional periods in their lives.
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MAHAD
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“My family immigrated to Canada
11 years ago, and one of my fondest
memories of the country is
experiencing Unity Charity’s Unity Day
Assembly for the first time in 2008.”

“Over the last two years, I feel like I have begun to give
back to the community that was always there for me,
and have become stronger both physically and mentally
by surrounding myself with positivity. They say that
you don’t realize what you have until it’s gone… but
eventually, in time – it finds its way back home. In my
case, it was Unity. What does your community look like?”
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2008: After School Program Participant:

took its toll on me. I became a recluse, my

Shortly after experiencing the Unity Day

grades began declining, and I cut off all

Program at my high school, I joined the

connections with the Unity community. In

After School Program and started learning

these three years I experienced varying

Breakdancing (or Bboying). I can still vividly

degrees of unhappiness, insomnia, fatigue,

recall learning the foundations, windmill, and

and lost interest in things I once found fun.

freezes from Mikey (Bboy Piecez) and Troy
(Whiplash) in my school gym every week.
2009-2013: Youth Artist & Facilitator. In
2009, I joined a crew of youth dancers called
UNITeam and went on to teach, perform,
write grants, and build lasting friendships
within the community. Looking back, this crew
was the reason I was able to make friends in a
then-unfamiliar country.

2016 to present: Unity Charity’s Fundraiser &
Evaluator, Volunteer & Music Producer
In early 2016, I reconnected with my mentor
and friend Michael Prosserman (founder of
Unity Charity) and expressed my intention to
use my energy for the community once more.
I began volunteering for the YMCA, began
rehab through weightlifting, and reconnected
with the Unity community. The difference

2013-2015: Not involved with Unity. After

between having and not having Unity in my

an amazing five years, I made several poor

life was night and day. I went on to finish my

life choices which prevented me from

degree and eventually started working at

participating in all forms of physical activity.

Unity Charity as part of their fundraising team

Being forced to leave my active lifestyle of

alongside Mikey, Rajni and Kevin.

dance, running, weightlifting, and swimming

CATHERINE
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Cat has been involved with Unity for
the past several years from being a
volunteer to a full-time staff having
influential impact in her role as a
Community Program Coordinator
and Artist Educator.

“The work that I do at Unity is the work I dream of doing. I strive
to be a better & stronger coordinator and community member
every day and being in this position has taught me so much. I
dedicate myself to the youth we work for and to this culture
that brings us all together. I believe in this work to my core and
to be surrounded by a team of amazing beings who share the
same passion is a very rewarding and empowering experience.
I am infinitely thankful to Unity for this opportunity and am
looking forward for us to keep growing and learning.”
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Summer 2011: Originally from Montréal, I

The Toronto Foundation. I also attended the

visited Toronto and attended Breaking the

artist training and started working as an artist

Cycle. I was so inspired by Unity, their mission

educator.

and values. At that moment I knew I wanted
to be part of this organization. I moved to
Toronto in 2012 and went to York University to
study community arts for social change.
June 2014: I Started volunteering for Unity.
I was hoping to do my last year’s placement
with Unity so I met with Michael Prosserman
to share my intentions and offer my time
to volunteer for the organization until my
placement would start in October. He offered
me the position of truck driver for the festival.
I couldn’t have wished for a more epic entry
into the organization.

July 2015 – Present: Part of the coordination
committee for the festival dance day and still
driving the festival truck.
September 2015 – Present : Community
programs coordinator. Since 2015 I have been
coordinating and overseeing the community
programs and have been supporting other
areas and departments of the organization
such as the artist training and hiring
process, event planning such as celebrating
supporters, partnership building, community
programs funding reports and proposals
creation, lesson planning and curriculum

October 2014: I started as a program

creations and the incorporation of resiliency

assistant and was also involved with Unity’s

outcomes and protective factors, outreach

partnership with the project called P4K from

and social media practices and the integration
of equity and anti-oppression practices.

BRIAN
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Brian has been involved with
Unity since 2009 as a program
participant and now sits on
Unity’s Board of Directors.

“Unity Charity has been instrumental in my both
my personal and professional development, and
continues to do this to this day. Unity took a kid
from Scarborough under its wing, and opened my
eyes to show me how opportunistic life could be
with the right motivations, mentors, and support.
I will forever be in debt to the trust, love, belief,
and opportunities Unity continues and unselfishly
gives to me. In sum, Unity believes in you when
you may find it hard to believe in yourself”

2009 - 2010 (est.) – School Participant, Unity

September 2010 – July 2013 – Member,

Day, Mary Ward Catholic Secondary School

Uniffect, Unity Charity

July 2012 – 1st Place Team, Free Your Voice

September 2013 – July 2014 – Co-Program

Poetry Slam, Unity Charity Festival

Coordinator, Uniffect, Unity Charity

July 2013 – July 2013 – UNITY Festival 2013

Uniffect is / was Unity Charity’s Scarborough

Events Intern

youth program related to spoken word

Became knowledgeable and assisted in the
events planning and production of the Unity
Charity Festival of 2013 - a 4 day Toronto-wide
youth festival reaching crowds of 10000 est.

poetry, youth mentorship, and community.
I organized and facilitated programming for
each session (Biweekly, 2.5 hours a week).
September 2018 – Present – Board Member,
Board of Directors, Unity Charity.
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CEARINA
30

Cearina is a Unity Alumni who
has been involved with Unity since
its inception and has made several
connections to the organization
within different role capacities.

“Unity provided me opportunities that I didn’t think
were possible at the time - from getting paid to dance,
to receiving grants, to travelling, judging battles, to
teaching and friendships. The list still goes on where I
have also received opportunities as an illustrator/visual
artist. All my experiences with Unity happened so
naturally and I never would have thought that I would
be facilitating the same session where
I started my journey and more.”
31

2010: Started breaking as a youth participant

Received a grant with Cannonbury Foundation

at a Unity drop-in breaking session.

to cover the costs for this trip with the help of

2012: Volunteered for the Unity festival. Got

Unity.

recruited into UNITeam 2nd Gen. where we

2016: Went to Moncton, New Brunswick to

received grants for two consecutive years

perform for Tangerine. Exhibited paintings

with Toronto Public Health to teach breaking.

at the Unity Festival at the Super Wonder

We performed at shows and battled together

Gallery.

as UNITY’s breakdancing team.

2017: Became a facilitator at Yorkdale drop-in

2014: Became a UNITY artist. Got involved

session. This role involves teaching breaking

in performing more shows with other UNITY

classes and maintaining a safe space for all

artists

the youth and dancers during session.

2015: Received the dance MVP award during

2018: Judged this year’s Breaking the Cycle.

the Unity Festival. Went to Rimini, Italy to

About to do my first UNITY Day involving

teach and showcase breaking for We Free

sharing my personal story and teaching

Days for the community of San Patrignano.

breaking in classes.

PARTNERS
National Partners
UNITY DAY

Ontario
UNITY DAY

OPERATIONS
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An agency of the Government of Ontario.
Relève du gouvernement de l’Ontario.

AFTER SCHOOL AND CACP

ADA W.
SLAIGHT
FUND

COMMUNITY PROGRAM

TRAINING

IN-KIND SUPPORT

Alberta

Unity Festival Partners
CORPORATE SPONSORS

FUNDERS

Maritimes

F U N D ED B Y T H E
G OV ER N M EN T O F C A N A DA
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British Columbia

MEDIA

Community Partners
Art Gallery of Ontario

Ill Abilities

Art Starts

Margin of Eras Gallery

Beatbox Canada

MLSE Launchpad

Blank Canvas

Nexus Youth Services

Black Owned Market

Northern Elements

Boost

Progress Place

City of Mississauga

RISE

City of Toronto

Safe City Mississauga

CICS Immigrant Youth Centre

Sketch Working Arts

CNIB Community Hub

Urban Arts

Daniels Spectrum

The 519

Dufferin Peel Catholic District
School Board

Toronto District School Board

Halifax Library

Vibe Arts

Justin Slade Youth Foundation
Kids Help Phone

Toronto Public Library
YMCA

FRIENDS OF FESTIVAL

THANK YOU TO ALL
OF OUR DONORS
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Community Investors
$15,000 - $20,000+

Lead Investor
$1,500 - $4,999

School Investor
$1,000 - $1,499

Jewish Community Foundation

Alan Winer

Canderel Commercial

of Montreal ( Joseph Ribkoff

Allan Rouben

& Natalie Michaud)

Arthur Rosenberg

Diana Soloway

Jonathan Bloomberg

Beth Horowitz

Edgehill Partners

Ronald Prosserman

Bruce Leboff

Jeffrey Magid

Canfirst Capital Management

Kellie Lefaive

Christina Mangal

Lionel & Carol Schipper

Cityzen Development

PFDL Investments Limited

Angel Investors
$10,000 - $14,999
Ellen & Martin Prosserman
Foundation Inc.
Ira Gluskin & Maxine Granovsky
Gluskin Charitable Foundation

Corporation

Adam, Tara & Lia Silver
Amy & Jeff Baryshnik
Connor, Clark & Lunn Foundation
Fabricland (Warren Kimmel)
Gary Madoka & Evan Prosserman
Gary, Madoka & Evan
Prosserman
Joseph Ribkoff Inc.
Metropia GP Corporation
Penningtons
Peter Aceto Family
RP Investment Advisors LP
Stephen Diamond
UWGT
Venterra Realty (Canada) Inc.

(Alan Levine)

Elie Rieder

RBC Foundation

Eric Paul

Safety First Ontario Inc.

Geoff Pearlstein
Haya Zilberboim

( Jesse Nakayama)
Tyson Birchall

Jewish Foundation - TAG Fund
(Kenneth Tanenbaum, Lisa

Angel Supporters
$5,000 - $9,999

Services Inc. (DIAMONDCORP)

Gnat, Julie Albert)
Jodi Weber & Associates
Lifetime Charitable Foundation
Mackenzie Investments
Michael Bowen
Mitchell Cohen
Raj Tandon
Sam Sorbara Charitable
Foundation
Stephen Price
Turtle Creek Asset
Management Inc

Role Model Investor
$500 - $999
Brian Prosserman
Fram Management (2013) Inc.
(Christina Giannonne &
Frank Giannone)
Joel Kaplan
Marret Asset Management Inc.
Shannon Lundquist
The Boston Consulting Group
of Canada Limited

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If an
error or omission has been made please accept our sincerest apologies.
If you would like more information about our donor listings, how to make
a gift to Unity, or would like to update your name for the purpose of
recognition, please contact rebecca.h@unitycharity.com.

Friends
$10 - $499
A.I Meirovich
Aaron Cozier
Adam Levine
Adam Silver
Adrian Chan
Adrienne Annett
Alex Roberts
Alexandra Tauhid
Aline Badr
Allen Kaeja
Anastasia Klyushin
Andre Grainger
Andrew Miocevich
Andrew Trac
Angela Lima
Anne Louise Blaikie
Anshul Panday
Anthony Rebalbos
Anthony Tse
Billy Lee
Boris Chan
Boris Tsimerinov
Breakin’ Kcl
Brian Millado
Brian Pan
Brian Prosserman
Cahyee Cheung
Cecile Ferandier
Celina Laurette
CG Chen
Chad Pilkington
Christine Wong
Ckaiure Liotard
Claire Liotard
Colleen Cowman
Craig Oster
Dale Orlando
Damian Dobrowolski
Dan Turcotte
Daniel Keith Morrison
David Campbell
David Sedgwick

Desmond Au

Karlee Silver

Devin Borst

Karyin Qiu

Diana Platts

Katherine Lewis

Doug Edge

Keegan Shim

Ecotone Software

Kelvin Cheong

Consulting Inc. Simpson

Kelvin Li

Edmond Rees

Kevin Lee

Emma Stevens

Kevin Reigh

Eugenia Duodu

Kimberly Nembhard

Farzana Shoaib

Kinsey Powell

Fay Antoniou

Kristine Flores

Garwin Tran

Kyama

Gautam Tiwari

Kyle Friedberg

Gilles Latour

Laura Yiu

Gregory Thompson

Linda Liu

Hannia Cheng

Linda Rosengarten

Harry Zhang

Luca Patuelli

Harvey Goldwax

LVC RESTAURANTS INC.

James Luong

Mahad Shoaib

James Mahoney

Malik Musleh

James May

Mandy Sanchez Cruz

Jasmine Ho

Mark Hierlihy

Jason Goldlist

Marlene Leung

Jeff Melanson

Mary Anne De Salvo

Jeffrey Tannenbaum

Matthew Colphon

Jerome Villa

Maxwell Heights

Jerry Zhao

Secondary School

Jesse Clark

Melanie Chanzy

Jesse Nakayama (DJ Nakz)

Melissa Pool

Jim Cartasano

Melissa Yu

Jodi Weber

Michael Aceto

Joelle Faulkner

Michael Cavallaro

John Choi

Michael Crichton

John Haughton

Michael Prosserman

Johnny Loh

Michael ruane

Joseph Guiyab

Michelle Connell

Judy Pham

Michelle Prosserman

Julia Roudakova

Mike G. Goldfarb

Kaitlin Clement

Minh Nguyen

Kalman Gruber

Moises Frank

Kalu Kalu

Negele Hospedales

Kapil Khimdas

Nicole Stone

Kareen Wong

Noah Ing

Karen Au

Paul Murphy

Karen Azlen

Paul Nguyen
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Pazit Chebotarov

Samantha Schleese

Rainer Ramon Plueckebaum

Samuel Saywack

Rana Khalil

Sandra Andocilla

Randy Fougere

Sandra To

Renee Stein

Sara Asif

Rick Lash

Scott Mills

River Hatt

Sean (Souljah Phonics)

Rob Emery

Sean Fiset

Rob Landry

Sean Fleming

Robert Agouri

Shelley Fisher

Robin Cory

Shiva Nourmansouri

Roda Medhat

sierra armstrong

Roland Tschupruk

Smiley Jammer - Emerson

Roman Lifshitz

Sofie Roberge

Ron Tite

Souphaphone

Ryan Buckspan
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Souphommanychanh

Safiya Josan-Penaloza

Stephen Abram

Sahil Kumar

Stephen Agudoawu

Salma Dhanani

Stuart Wood

Hip Hop
Party
Lead Sponsor
$10,000
TD

Ron Prosserman
RP Investment Advisors
Telus
Venterra Realty
Deloitte

Inspire Sponsors
$2,500

Engage Sponsors
$5,000

Algonquin Capital

Aceto Family

Beth Horowitz

Adam, Tara & Lia Silver

CanFirst Capital Management

Amy and Jeff Baryshnik

Castle Lanterra Properties

Augusta Holdings

Cityzen

Bloombergsen Investment

Dani Cooperman

Partners

Daniels

Diamondcorp

Emma Capital Investments

Fabricland

Eric Paul

Metropia

Gluskin Sheff

Sultana Patail
Susan McElhinney
Susie Adelson
Suzanne Clark
Sze-Linn Choong
Tanya Kan
Thiago M. Oshida
Tim Guo
Tim Vermeulen
Victor Douangkham
Vinoj Suthakaran
Webnesh Haile
Wei Yuan
Weiming Yuan
William Pigott
Wing Ming Raymond Chan
Yoav lai

Grant Thornton LLP
Greywood Developments
J.P.Morgan
Ken Tannenbaum
Lifetime Developments
Mackenzie Investments
SORBARA
The Harbour Group
Turtle Creek Asset Management
Whitecap Venture Partners

Allan Rouben
Azure

Friends
$1,000
Alan Levine
Canderel
Colliers
Diana Soloway
Lionel Schipper
Longbow Capital

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Statement of financial position as at August 31, 2017

2017
REVENUE

Contributions
Program fees
Arts Councils
Product sales
Interest

$

1,108,601
192,506
69,919
4,026
1,329

2016
$

896,607
198,160
114,250
10,445
598

1,376,381

1,220,060

550,801
388,664
132,199

440,470
354,355
90,448

Fundraising
Personnel
Marketing and materials

112,127
35,453

92,931
27,525

Administration
Personnel
Office and administration
Professional fees
Rent

57,762
57,749
48,224
28,250

47,874
47,828
65,288
26,918

1,411,229

1,193,637

(34,848)
474,081

26,423
447,658

EXPENSES

Program
Personnel
Program delivery
Travel and accommodation

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR
Net assets, beginning of year

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR

$
439,233

$

474,081

$

523,508
350,230
132,388
102,475

$

484,802
177,049
89,663
145,093

$

1,108,601

$

896,607

CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions were received from the following sources in the year:
Corporations and sponsorships
Government funding
Individuals and third party events
Private foundations
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TEAM
Staff
Rebecca Harrison – Executive Director
Bob Veruela – National Program Director
Clinton Ghosh – Program Manager
Jessey Pacho – National Unity Day Coordinator

Staff and Board
members who are
no longer working
with Unity and we
wish the best of luck!

Mel Hart – Program Coordinator
Adrian Chan - Program Coordinator
Catherine Turcotte – Community Program Coordinator
Mahad Shoaib – Development & Evaluations Coordinator
Andrew Hicks - Festival Coordinator
Diamond Osoteo - Artist, Bookings and Unity Shop Coordinator
Jennifer Lynas –Bookings Assistant
Marcel DaCosta - Mississauga Hub Program Coordinator
Rachael Edge – Boost Program Coordinator
Ella Avila – Finance and Administrative Coordinator
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Kieon Bisnath - Volunteer Coordinator
Karen Au – University Chapter Coordinator

Rajni Sharma – Director of Development,
Partnerships & Communications
Jessica Noseworthy – Office Assistant
Amir Khan – Social Media Coordinator
Ugo DiFederico – Board Member

Board of Directors
Adam Silver – Chair
Christopher S Czorny – Treasurer
Melanie Chanzy – Secretary
Peter Aceto – Member
Amy Baryshnik – Member
Beth Horowitz – Member
Shane Green – Member
Peter Aceto – Member
Kellie Lefaive – Member
Bidhan Berma – Member
John Choi – Member
Jason Demata – Member
Brian Millado – Member
Raj Tandon – Member

Evaluations
Committee
Shane Green

Resource
Fundraising
Committee

Bidhan Berma

Bob Blazevski

Sarah Earl

Peter Aceto

Mahad Shoaib

Christina Sorbara

David Wiljer

Kellie Lefaive

John Choi

Ron Prosserman

Clinton Ghosh

Raj Tandon

Bob Veruela

Zoe Faulkner

Rebecca Harrison

Rebecca Harrison
Rajni Sharma

Governance
Committee

Finance Committee

Adam Silver

Christopher S Czorny

Beth Horowitz
Melanie Chanzy
Bidhan Berma
Jason Demata
Rebecca Harrison
Malik Musleh

Adam Silver
Amy Baryshnik
Joshua Spagnoletti
Tony Nacev
Rebecca Harrison
Ella Avila
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For more information on Unity Charity, please visit:

UnityCharity.com

For more information on Unity Shop, please visit:

unishop.ca

Follow us on Social Media:

@Unitycharity
facebook.com/Unitycharity

Charitable Status # 85735 9012 RR0001 · Address: 20 Carlton Street Suite 126, M5B 2H5 · e: info@Unitycharity.com

